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1. INTRODUCTION

The Grasshopper Planning Area is located in the Grasshopper Valley between
Jackson and Dillon in the north central portion of Beaverhead County

The rural area of Beaverhead County, like so many other areas around the
State, has experienced increased development and growth as people seeking an
escape from fast-paced urban areas have moved to this area. The Grasshopper
Valley’s natural beauty, rural atmosphere, and exceptional recreation qualities continue
to attract more residents and visitors each year. The expected completion of the
Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway in the near future will more than likely increase the
popularity of this area to the outside world.

This growth and change impacts a wide variety of areas. There are impacts on
the County’s ability to provide increased public services such as fire protection, law
enforcement, solid waste disposal, and noxious weed control to name a few. There are
also impacts on the area's sense of community, rural agricultural lifestyle, and open
landscape. Increased growth and development also impacts the natural environment.
Wildlife habitat and migration patterns, aquifers and stream systems along with the
fisheries they support, as well as native vegetation are all affected.

The Grasshopper Area Plan is intended to be a guide to help preserve long
valued local lifestyles, traditions, and resources while accommodating new
opportunities that may benefit the citizens.

Due to the large and diverse area covered by the Beaverhead County
Comprehensive Plan it is by necessity very broadly based and worded. The
Grasshopper Area Plan more specifically states issues, goals, and objectives that were
identified by local residents and landowners. This Plan is intended to become an
addendum to the County Comprehensive Plan.

The Grasshopper Area Plan has been developed under legal authority for
county planning provided by Montana State Statutes. The Beaverhead County
Planning Board and Beaverhead County Commission shall be guided by and give
consideration to the goals and objectives set out in the plan. Not all of the Plan’s goals
objectives, and recommendations can be met to the same degree in every instance.
Use of the Plan will require a balancing of its various components on a case by case
basis.

The geographic description of lands covered in the Grasshopper Planning Area
is the entire Grasshopper Creek drainage above or up drainage of Bannack.





























































































