Planning Department and Planning Board 

2010 Activity Report

Subdivision activity in 2010 continued to show the down turn in development activity with only three lots created.  This represents the fewest number of subdivision lots for one-year since at least 1990 when the Planning Department started tracking yearly activity.

In addition to the three residential lots, the four minor subdivisions reviewed in 2010 also included five recreational vehicle spaces and four recreational rental cabin sites.

The 10-year average is about 7 minor subdivisions (1-5 lots) and 1–2 major subdivisions (6+ lots) submitted each year. 

In addition to the 4 subdivisions submitted and reviewed in 2010, 31 Certificates of Surveys were reviewed.  These surveys are exempt from subdivison review, but still require county review of the survey and the exemption used.  The 10-year average is 50 per year.

The Beaverhead County Sanitarian’s office issued 36 permits for new systems in 2010 as well as 9 replacement permits for a total of 45.  The 36 new permits are down considerably from 2009 (41), 2008 (58), and 2007 (89).  The 10-year average for new systems permitted is 56 per year.

During the year, the Big Hole River Land Use Planning Group, and Fish, Wildlife and Parks made educational presentations to the Board.  The Planning Board hosted the SW Montana Regional Planning Workshop in June.  Commissioners, Planning Board members and planning staff from Deer Lodge County, Jefferson County, and Madison County attended.  The Planning Board also toured the Peak Bottling facility in October.  The Planning Board coordinated public hearings and adopted the Beaverhead County Public Lands Resource Use Policy and Plan as well as the Beaverhead County Dillon Growth Area Plan.  The Board also submitted comments to the Forest Service regarding proposed changes to their Planning Rules. 

The Board reviewed two conservation easements in 2010 that totaled 4,412 acres.  This compares to 4 easements (7,043 acres) reviewed in 2009 and 5 easements (1,527 acres) in 2008.

During the year individual Board members attended the Economic Outlook Seminar in Butte, a Groundwater Workshop at Montana Tech, a Land Law Workshop in Sheridan and an Impact Fee presentation in Boulder. 

The Planning Departmemt also developed a Rural Improvement District Policies and Procedure guide in 2010.

The Planning Board formally met 9 times for meetings and hearings in 2010.

NUMBER OF SUBDIVISIONS APPROVED 

IN BEAVERHEAD COUNTY 

2001– 2010

(10 Years)
 


Minor



 Major


            Total

Year             Subdivisions 
Subdivisions
            Number 

                      (1-5 Lots)                              (6+ Lots)

             of Lots
	
	
	
	

	2001
	7
	0
	15

	2002
	6
	3
	64

	2003
	6
	3
	42

	2004
	10
	0
	20

	2005
	7
	1
	28

	2006
	7
	1
	44

	2007
	9
	6
	164

	2008
	10
	0
	18

	2009
	7
	1
	28

	2010
	4
	0
	3

 +9

 (Recreational Rental Sites)

	
	
	
	

	2001 – 2010

Totals
	73
	15
	426


NUMBER OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

PERMITTED IN BEAVERHEAD COUNTY

2001 – 2010

      Year
                            New
    
   Replacement
                   Total

	
	
	
	

	2001
	45
	19
	64

	2002
	45
	23
	68

	2003
	59
	23
	82

	2004
	52
	21
	73

	2005
	75
	18
	93

	2006
	59
	18
	77

	2007
	89
	12
	101

	2008
	58
	21
	79

	2009
	41
	11
	52

	2010
	36
	9
	45

	
	
	
	

	2001 –2010

Totals
	559
	175
	734


