Planning Department and Planning Board 

2009 Activity Report

Fewer subdivision proposals were reviewed in 2009 then in 2008 by the Planning Board, but the number of total lots were up slightly.

Seven minor subdivisions (1-5 lots) and 1 major subdivision (6+ lots) were reviewed in 2009 with 28 total lots in these submittals.  This compares with 10 minor subdivisons and 18 lots submitted and reviewed in 2008.  The 10-year average is about 8 minor and 2 major subdivisions submitted each year.  

In addition to the 8 subdivisions submitted and reviewed in 2009, 31 Certificates of Surveys were reviewed.  These surveys are exempt from subdivison review, but still require county review of the survey and the exemption used.  The 5-year average is 53 per year.

The Beaverhead County Sanitarian’s office issued 41 permits for new systems in 2009 as well as 11 replacement permits for a total of 52.  The 41 new permits are down considerably from 2008 (58) and 2007 (89).  The 10-year average for new systems permitted is 58 per year.

The Planning Department also reviewed one Big Hole River Conservation Development permit and one Wireless Communication Facility (cell tower) permit application.

The Planning Board hosted or attended a number of educational or informational sessions throughout the year.  In February, the Board hosted a presentation by the DNRC staff form Helena on water rights and water related issues in land development.  Northwestern Energy presented information to the Board on the proposed Mountain States Intertie Transmission line in March.   Throughout the year individual Board members attended an Economic Outlook Seminar in Butte, a multi-county planning workshop hosted by Jefferson County, in Boulder, and a Planning for Wildlife Workshop in Butte presented by MFWP and the Sonoran Institute.  The Board also toured the LaCense Ranch facility and heard a presentation on their beef and horse related programs.

The Community Planning Committee presented the draft Dillon Area Plan to the Board in 2009, and the Resource Use Planning Committee submitted the draft Public Lands Resource Use Policy and Plan for the Boards consideration as well.  The Planning Board will be conducting public hearings on both of these documents prior to making recommendations to the County Commissioners in 2010.

The Board reviewed four conservation easements totaling 7,043 acres in 2009.  This compares with five easements and 1,527 acres in 2008.  The Board also updated and revised their bylaws in May, and amended the County Subdivision Regulations to reflect the changes made to the Montana Subdivison and Platting Act by the 2009 legislature.

The Planning Board formally met 12 times for meetings and hearings in 2009.

NUMBER OF SUBDIVISIONS APPROVED 

IN BEAVERHEAD COUNTY 

2000– 2009

(10 Years)
 


Minor



 Major


            Total

Year             Subdivisions 
Subdivisions
            Number 

                      (1-5 Lots)                              (6+ Lots)

             of Lots
	
	
	
	

	2000
	11
	4
	144

	2001
	7
	0
	15

	2002
	6
	3
	64

	2003
	6
	3
	42

	2004
	10
	0
	20

	2005
	7
	1
	28

	2006
	7
	1
	44

	2007
	9
	6
	164

	2008
	10
	0
	18

	2009
	7
	1
	28

	
	
	
	

	2000 – 2009

Totals
	80
	19
	567


NUMBER OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

PERMITTED IN BEAVERHEAD COUNTY

2000 – 2009

      Year
                            New
    
   Replacement
                   Total

	
	
	
	

	2000
	60
	34
	94

	2001
	45
	19
	64

	2002
	45
	23
	68

	2003
	59
	23
	82

	2004
	52
	21
	73

	2005
	75
	18
	93

	2006
	59
	18
	77

	2007
	89
	12
	101

	2008
	58
	21
	79

	2009
	41
	11
	52

	
	
	
	

	2000 –2009

Totals
	583
	200
	783


