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November 20, 2006


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November 20, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on November 20, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the November 13, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the November 13, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for November 12-18, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Laknar Lane, Fern Lane, and Stone Creek Road were watered and bladed.

· A fence was built at gravel pit GP 125 located on Highway 278.

· A silt fence was installed at Mansfield Bridge.

· Road signs were installed on Green Meadow Road, Anglers Road, Stodden Slough Road, Ten Peaks Road, Silver Spur Road, Cleverly Lane, Dutchman Road, McDonald Way, and Stevenson Road.

· Snow equipment was mounted on the trucks.

· The Scenic Byway was plowed.

· Rocks were removed from Old Canyon Road.

· Sign sleeves for the Town of Lima were installed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Gravel was hauled to the South Valley Road and to Gosman Lane.

· Culverts were cleaned on the South Valley Road.

· A beaver dam was removed from Sage Creek.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Willows from Miner Lake Road, Upper North Fork Road, Rock Creek Road, and Gibbonsville Road were burned.

·  A silt fence on Mansfield Bridge was installed.
· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard reported on the following items:

Tucker Johnson bought from the Forest Service the woodpile located on the Scenic Byway at Price Creek.  The hauling should start this week.  There is a County ordinance that closes this portion of the Scenic Byway December 2nd, and the Forest Service has asked if the Commissioners would allow the hauling to continue after December 2nd.  After discussion the Commissioners denied the request.  But, if some type of problem arises during the hauling, the Commissioners will revisit this issue.

The ditch for the storm water drainage project at the Dillon Airport is complete.  If the good weather continues, the crew will try to install a culvert, remove an old culvert, and improve the approach into Helles. 


The road signs for Stodden Slough Road have been installed.  


The County has received compliments on the work that was done on Monida Hill.

At the MACRS planning meetings last week subdivision roads were discussed.  All counties in the State are having problems regarding subdivision roads.  Some counties have implemented impact fees and some counties are having the developers of subdivisions upgrade county roads that lead into the subdivisions.  Richard will be attending the MACRS’ convention in Kalispell from March 26-29, 2007.

Richard has not heard from Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman regarding the speed zone request for Browne’s Bridge Road.



Richard informed the Commissioners that he has been checking on the easement transfer in the Sunset West Subdivision.  Richard explained the situation to the Commissioners and discussion ensued.


Last week Richard was notified that there was flooding in the Southside Trailer Court.  Swede Troedsson informed Richard that he feels the County filling in the ditch at the Fairgrounds caused this problem.  Swede was informed that the ditch at the Fairgrounds has not had water in it since 1984.  It was determined later that not all the gates were opened on the canal.  Richard will do a site inspection with the new owners of the Southside Trailer Court.


Cindy Lerman, Ann Peret, and Jan Schuetz joined the meeting. Cindy said that a at Commission meeting in June the need for a right-of-way from Clarks Lookout Subdivision to the Frying Pan Road was mentioned.  Richard stated that there is a right-of-way but it is for emergency access only.  This emergency right-of-way connects to Tenderfoot Trail.  At the Commissioners’ request Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick stated that the County required the Hildreth’s, the developers of the Clark’s Lookout subdivision, to have an emergency access from the north end of Clark’s Lookout to the gate of Jessie Peterson’s property.  There is also a 60-foot future roadway easement that runs parallel to the interstate.  If any more development occurs in this area, the developer would be required to build a road that runs parallel to the interstate.  Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.   Further discussion ensued.


Jan asked when the blue road signs for the roads in the Pioneer Lookout Subdivision would be installed.  The posts for the signs are already installed.  Richard will bring the signs to Jan’s home so that the Homeowners’ Association can install them. 


Cindy questioned the appropriateness of the Harold Brown Family Transfer Survey and subsequent sale of the property to Susan Foss.  Susan now has a commercial equine business that may not have legal access.  This commercial business may pose health and environmental concerns to the residents of the Pioneer Outlook Subdivision.  Appointed Sheriff Ken Brunkhorst, Bill Knox, and Sue Hansen joined the meeting. There were questions about the problems that might occur from storm runoff due to Harold Brown filling in the coulees above the Pioneer Lookout Subdivision.  After discussion regarding this matter the Commissioners decided that they would write a letter to the Department of Environmental Quality stating that State environmental laws are not being followed.  Cindy, Ann, and Jan left the meeting.   Because at one time Kurt represented the Pioneer Lookout Homeowners’ Association, Kurt asked that if the County needs legal advice regarding these matters that County Attorney Marv McCann be consulted.  Sheriff elect Jay Hansen joined the meeting and Rick left the meeting.


At this time Jay was appointed as Beaverhead County Sheriff from 1200 hours, Friday, November 24, 2006, through 2400 hours, Sunday, December 31, 2006.  Richard, Rick, Sue, and Bill left the meeting.


Kurt asked if there was a resolution creating the 911 Committee adopted by the County Commissioners.  Research will be done regarding this matter.  If a resolution is not found, Kurt will have one ready to adopt at the next Commissioners’ meeting.  It was agreed that the 911 Committee should meet and adopt the bylaws and that the ability to amend the bylaws be given to the Committee.


Kurt reported that the easement class in Missoula was worthwhile.  Next week Kurt and Marv will be attending the County Attorney’s convention in Billings.


There was discussion regarding the Bump lawsuit.  Kurt left the meeting.


Ken informed the Commissioners that Rural Addressing Coordinator Scott Marsh is updating addresses and inputting them into the E911 system.  Installation of the E911 equipment has been slow and nothing has been done in the dispatch center. Jay stated that he would like to see the E911 completed before January of 2007. Ken will keep calling installer Tom Dunne to try to speed up the installation. Ken is not sure when the E911 money will arrive.  The Lewis and Clark Grant money for the car has been deposited.


CSA’s computer software update and what the system would offer were discussed.  


Jay informed the Commissioners that he would be taking a vacation out of the Country the end of February and first of March.  Jay and Ken left the meeting.   


Planner Rick Hartz and Developers Marcia and Dick McCracken joined the meeting.  Prior to this meeting the Commissioners received a letter from the McCrackens requesting an extension of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision Phase II preliminary plat.  Rick recommended that the request for an extension be approved.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the McCracken’s request for a one-year extension of the preliminary plat of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision Phase II be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.









Rick presented the final plat and final report of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision Phase I. The developer of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision is requesting final plat approval for Phase 1 (the duplex townhouse unit) of this project.


Seventeen conditions were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval on November 18, 2002.


Marcia stated that she feels that condition #15 which states that a locked gate be installed between the shop and townhouses and a key provided to Fire Department, does not have to be completed until such time the townhouses are sold.  Last week the Commissioners and Rick did a site inspection of this Subdivision.  Instead of a gate the McCrackens have used a rope and have tied one end around a tree.  The Commissioners and Rick agree that this rope does not satisfy condition #15.    Rick informed the McCrackens that a cable with a lock hooked between two posts would satisfy the condition.  The cable would not have to be kept locked until the units are conveyed or sold.  The McCrackens stated that a cable with a lock would be installed by December 1. Dick will provide the County a picture when the cable is installed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the final plat of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision Phase I be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.











Chairman Haugland signed the plat.  Rick will notify the McCrackens when the Clerk and Recorder files the plat.  Dick and Marcia thanked the Commissioners and left the meeting.


Rick briefly updated the Commissioners on the North Lane project.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 12 – 18, 2006        invoices for a total of $11,991.28.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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