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November 13, 2006


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November 13, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on November 13, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the November 6, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 6, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland informed the Commissioners that starting Thursday, November 16, 2006 Landfill Manager Bob McWilliams would be taking approximately six weeks of vacation so that he will not loose it.  Bob will keep in touch by email.


Chairman Haugland reported that County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman are going to Billings to attend a continuing legal education session. Kurt would like to use the Suburban and take his family. Marv will be staying in Billings after the session.  The Commissioners approved Kurt’s request.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for November 5-11, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Albers Lane and Dutchman Lane were bladed.

· A culvert at the Bean Ranch on South Valley Road was installed.

· Gravel was hauled to the South Valley Road.

· Culverts on the South Valley Road were cleaned.

· Snowplow equipment was mounted on the trucks.

· Cleaning and maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Sage Creek Road, Little Sheep Creek Road, Old Armstead Road, and North Valley Road were bladed.

· Cleaning and maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Skinner Meadows Road was bladed.

· Miner lake Road, Lower North Fork Road, Twin Lakes Road, and Rock Creek Road were checked.

· Deck work was done on the #70-W bridge located on Lower North Fork Road.
· The bridge ends of bridge #79-W on Rock Creek Road were graveled.
· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard reported that last Thursday Bob Peterson ran his cattle truck off Monida Hill.  Bob requested that the County pull the truck out but was told no, and a wrecker was called.  Richard suggested that because of liability issues there should be a written policy stating that County employees cannot pull vehicles out of the ditch.  Richard will write a draft policy and have the County Attorney review it.  


The crew will be installing road signs around the Lima area and around the Dillon area this week.


Richard reported that he has staked the area at the Airport for a ditch and the crew should dig the ditch this week.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he would be attending a MACRS meeting tomorrow and Wednesday.


Richard has been asked if the cattle tube on Big Sheep Creek Road could be relocated so that the tube would not be filled with rocks.  Richard will look at the site to see what can be done to alleviate this problem.


Richard reported that the guardrail at Wyman Creek on the Scenic Byway has been damaged again.  The insurance of the person who damaged the guardrail will pay for the damage.


Richard again mentioned that a shed to house a County truck is needed on the Scenic Byway.


Richard is still working on the easement to transfer the Forest Service’s section of the Scenic Byway to the County.  Richard asked the Commissioners to have the Deputy County Attorney write an easement for the drainage project at the Airport.


Richard informed the Commissioners that the County has received a bill in error from DEQ for the storm water drainage project on Minor Lake Ridge Road.  Richard will find out where the bill needs be sent.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he is hiring Dean Stodden to plow the Wise River side of the Scenic Byway this winter.  Richard left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  Chairman Haugland asked Kurt to write an easement between the County and the Rebich-Helle Ranch to allow runoff from the County Airport to the Rebich-Helle property.


Kurt informed the Commissioners that on Wednesday he will be attending an easement class in Missoula.


Kurt has received a contract from the Forest Service for the Native Plant Park but has not had a chance to review it. 


Kurt has received a 12-page easement on the Mauer Mountain project from Turner’s attorney but has not reviewed it yet.  Turner wants to install a locked gate across the road.  Marv stated that Turner could install a locked gate and give the County a key, but the County cannot install a gate.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.


Acting Sheriff Ken Brunkhorst and Sheriff Elect Jay Hansen joined the meeting. Options for transition in the Sheriff’s office were discussed. Jay will probably hire a detention officer, appoint someone in house to the undersheriff position, and not fill the deputy position.  Due to the liability Jay will hire a detention officer right away, he but will take his time appointing an undersheriff.  Jay said that he would be taking this week off and asked Ken if he would stay on as Sheriff through November 24, 2006.  Ken has agreed to do so.  


The failure of the public safety levy was discussed.  Jay suggested that the Commissioners appoint an advisory council to do research, to do surveys, to gather information on major projects, and to make recommendations to the Commissioners.  The council would not have any authority but would only make recommendations.   Jay would like to run the public safety levy with the school elections.  Discussion ensued.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and Jay left the meeting.  There was discussion regarding grant monies that could be used to furnish vehicles for the Sheriff’s department.  Ken left the meeting.


Rick informed the Commissioners that Dick and Marcia McCracken have completed the conditions of preliminary plat approval and are asking for final plat approval of the Clark Creek Minor Subdivision Phase I. DEQ has approved the sanitation for the subdivision and the septic facility has been installed and certified by an engineer. One of the conditions of preliminary plat approval was that a gate had to be installed between the townhouse units and the shop and a key provided to emergency providers.  At this time there is cable strung between two posts. Rick asked the Commissioners to do an inspection of the subdivision before next Monday’s Commission meeting.  The Commissioners will do an inspection on Thursday, November 16, 2006, at 7:00 a.m.  Rick left the meeting.


Richard Miller briefly rejoined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that the bill for the storm water drainage project on Minor Lake Ridge Road should have been sent to the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) and that he will fax the bill to MDT today.  Richard left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, Grant Coordinator Frank Mastandrea, Senator Bill Tash, Representative Debby Barrett, and Road Manager Richard Miller in attendance.


The history of the Blacktail Deer Creek Pre-disaster Flood Mitigation project was given and then everyone left to take a tour of the project.

At 3:00 p.m. the Commissioners returned to their meeting room. Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 5-11, 2006        invoices for a total of $18,331.20. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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