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August 24, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, August 24, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Report on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting. 

The Road Department Report for August 16 – 22, 2009 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Corinne Trail, Flynn, Carrigan, Eliason, Old Stage, Rebich, Carroll and Bolick.

· Hauled gravel for the fairgrounds.

· Bridge pre-construction conference at Governor Creek in Wisdom.

· Motor Grader school from Volvo. 

· Re-decked two bridges on Corinne Trail.

· Installed a new culvert on Corinne Trail.  

· Hauled gravel on Corinne Trail.

· Culvert installation set up at Coyote Creek and Bloody Dick Roads.

· Cleaned culverts on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Road checked Dillon, Elkhorn, Medicine Lodge, Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Medicine Lodge Road and the lower end of Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Widened the road on the lower end of Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Installed a new culvert on Meadow-Nicholia cut across Road.

· Cleaned a cattleguard on Meadow Creek Road.

· Hauled gravel to Meadow Creek Road.

· Hauled rip rap to the new bridge on 3rd Avenue in Lima.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bridge pre-construction conference on Governor Creek.

· Moved a Loader for hauling gravel fro Dillon.

· Hauled a steel bridge deck to Dillon. 

· Repaired the wing on Bridge #070-W on Big Swamp Creek Road.

· Repaired a guardrail on Bridge #087-W on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Hauled gravel on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked Steel Creek and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Peter Frick from Jackson wants  $1.00 per yard for gravel instead of 65 cents. At this time the most the County is paying for gravel is 75 cents per yard.  Mr. Frick will be in Dillon sometime this week and will stop by to negotiate the price.    Mr. Frick will let the County in the pit for long term, but Mike has applied for a one-year permit.

The County only has to report to the Department of Environmental Quality when gravel is stockpiled, not when it is hauled.

Vigilante Electric has submitted an Encroachment Permit for Old Canyon Road to lay a power line along side the Road.  Vigilante Electric wants to also attach the line to the bridges.  Jim will be dealing with Vigilante regarding the requirements for this permit.   Mike has signed an encroachment permit submitted by Thomas Quinn for Old Canyon Road and he has also signed encroachment permit for the North Centennial Road.

The re-decking of a bridge on Corinne Trail was completed last week.  

Downey Lane was not bladed last week because there were pipes too close to the road.  On one side of Carroll Lane there is an electric fence close to the road and a there is also a gate across the road.  Jim will go check the gate.  County Attorney Jed Fitch will be asked to write letters to the appropriate individuals about Carroll Lane and Downing Lane.

Mike has ordered the pipes for Bloody Dick Road, Medicine Lodge Road, and Frying Pan Road.  For the next two days roads around the County will be bladed for the school buses, then the crew will work on the intersection on Coyote Lane.  

The County has received a letter from the Montana Historical Society informing the Commission that Brown’s Bridge is being considered by the State for nomination to the National Register of Historical Places.  If this Bridge were listed on the Register, Federal funds would be available for maintenance or removal, but strict guidelines would have to be followed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the County pursue the designation of Brown’s Bridge to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Jim will complete the paperwork and send it back to the State. 

Bid Award for the Blacktail Deer Creek Project

Mary Ellen Parks and DES Coordinator Larry Laknar joined the meeting.  Engineer Brad Koenig from Peccia and Associates has submitted a letter to the Commissioners approving the awarding of the bid to Coleman Construction.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved that Coleman Construction be awarded the Blacktail Deer Creek Project for $1,486,000.











Commissioner Haugland stated that he has concerns about the disposal of demolition materials in the Grant pit for this project due to the infestation of Knapweed in the pit.  Commissioner Haugland is also concerned that when the silt from the Creek is transported through town it will spill.  Options on how these matters could be handled were discussed.  These concerns can be put into the Award Letter.  Jim will make sure that Coleman Construction complies with the mitigation measures for these concerns.


Commissioner Haugland seconded.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The preconstruction meeting with Coleman will be after Labor Day.

Jim informed the Commissioners that Westwood Curtis Construction will be setting the sections for the 3rd Avenue Bridge in Lima today and the project will be completed by the end of the week.  Westward Curtis Construction will then move to the Governor Creek Bridge Project. The Detour Plan for the Governor Creek Project shows the detour going on the downstream side. Jim thinks that this is a clerical error in the Plan and he will get this matter clarified. 

Jim is meeting with the Museum Trustees on Thursday to review the scope of work on the reroofing the Museum building.

Minutes:

The minutes of the August 17, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the August 17, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff did not make his appointment.

Action on the Preliminary Plat of the Wise River Club Minor Subdivision
Planner Rick Hartz and Mike Sorich joined the meeting.  Prior to the meeting the Commissioners were given the Subdivision information packet including the Findings of Fact, Staff Report and Planning Board Recommendations.  

This proposal would split an existing 10.095 acre tract (Tract B, COS #897) into two (2) parcels.  Tract B-1 will be 7.092 acres in size with the existing restaurant, bar and RV park along with the associated outbuildings located on it.   This tract is essentially the remainder parcel.  Tract B-2 that will be transferred is 3.003 acres of bare land. 

Sorda LLC owns the parent tract with Mike and Cindy Sorich along with Tom and Linda Davis as the partners.   The purpose of this survey is to dissolve Sorda LLC and create a 3+-acre tract of land that the Sorich’s will receive as their split of the LLC.

This subdivision is located in the unincorporated town of Wise River adjacent to a mixture of commercial and residential properties in Section 34, of Township 1 North. Range 11 West. 

Based on the Findings of Fact and the recommendation of the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Wise River Club Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

(Standard Conditions)

1. The Montana Department of Environmental Quality will need to review and approve this proposal for drinking water, sanitation and storm drainage for Tract B-2 prior to construction of any buildings requiring these facilities on this that. 

2. A Beaverhead County septic permit must be obtained prior to any new





construction requiring sanitation on these lots.

3. At the time of occupancy, the entrance to these lots shall be clearly marked with an address sign that complies with the Beaverhead County addressing ordinance. *Completed*

4. Certification by a licensed title abstractor showing the names of any lien holders or claimants of record against the land and the written consent to the subdivision from lien holders or claimants of record against the land. *Completed*

5. Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

6. The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

7. A noxious weed management plan will need to be submitted to the Beaverhead County Weed Board and approved by them prior to final plat approval.  A letter-of-credit may be required as part of their approval process. *Completed* 
8. The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a rural fire district or a special improvement district to provide water and /or sewer services.

This waiver is binding and will be clearly stated on the face of the final plat. 

(Site-Specific Conditions)


9.

The Beaverhead County Safe Stocking Rate Determination, Grazing and Confinement plan will need to be submitted and approved prior to final plat approval.  *Completed*
The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Preliminary Plat of the Wise River Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Action on the Preliminary Plat of the Red Butte Minor Subdivision:

Prior to the meeting, the Commissioners were given a Subdivision information packet including the Findings of Fact, Staff Report, and   Planning Board Recommendations for the Red Butte Minor Subdivision.

This proposed one-lot minor subdivision is approximately 1-mile southeast of Dell, Montana adjacent to Oregon Short Line Road.  This 5.41-acre tract is located in the SW1/4 of Section 10, in Township 13 South, Range 9 West.  The owner of record is Buhler Land and Cattle Co., Inc. 

This parcel has had a residence on it for almost 20 years, and is currently occupied by Wes and Dana Robinson who are family members of the ranching operation.  Because the ownership of the ranch (including this residence) is an incorporated ranch company, a family transfer for family members cannot be used to convey this residence and acreage to the Buhler’s daughter and son-in-law.  That is the purpose of this subdivision.  

Land use in the immediate area of this proposal is primarily agriculture, with some scattered older existing residential home-sites.

Based on the Findings of Fact and the recommendation of the Beaverhead County Sanitarian, the Beaverhead County Land Use and Planning Staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat of the Red Butte Minor Subdivision subject to the following conditions:

(Standard Conditions)

1. Any and all adopted State and County requirements and standards, which apply to the proposed subdivision, shall be met, unless otherwise waived for cause by the governing body.

2. The final plat shall be submitted to the County Planner by the developer with the appropriate review fee to ensure compliance with all conditions prior to the approval by the County Commission and recording by the Clerk and Recorder.

3. The owners, heirs, successors, purchasers, and subsequent landowners waive the right to protest the creation of a special improvement district to provide road improvements to Oregon Short Line, a county road. This waiver is binding and will be clearly stated on the face of the final plat


(Site-Specific Conditions)





None

The preliminary plat approval is for a period of not more than three calendar years from the date of approval by the County Commission.  The applicant may request a time extension of preliminary plat approval, but such request must be received prior to the expiration date of this approval for due consideration of the request to occur.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Preliminary Plat of the Red Butte Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Rick reported that the following items would be coming before the Planning Board in the near future:

· Murphy One Lot Minor Subdivision.

· Ingram Subdivision.

· Request to amend two conditions of the Silverwood Preliminary Plat approval. 

· Change 22-foot wide paved road to a 24-foot wide gravel road.

· Change a 30,000-gallon fire suppression water tank to a 15,000-gallon fire suppression water tank.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz. present
County Attorney’s Office Update:

The County Attorney was unable keep his appointment.

Payment of Invoices:
The Commissioners reviewed and approved the August 16 – 22, 2009 invoices for a total of $40,698.15. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

Commissioner McGinley asked if he could be excused so that he could  meet with Mick Ringsak regarding  government bonds.  Commissioner McGinley was excused.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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